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NATIONAL LAKE

Partner Guide

HELPING PEOPLE UNDERSTAND CLIMATE
CHANGE IMPACTS ON THE HEALTH OF OUR LAKES

Blitz noun: \‘blits\

1

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
THE NATIONAL LAKE BLITZ VISIT:

LakeBlitz.livinglakescanada.ca

livinglakesca
LivingLakesCanada
LivingLakesCA

Contact our British Columbia

Thank you
to our
supporters

based Lake Blitz Coordinator
Camille LeBlanc at
lakeblitz@livinglakescanada.ca
for information and to register

© TRIXIE PACIS

: a sudden, energetic, and
concerted effort, typically
on a specific task

NATIONAL LAKE

THE NATIONAL LAKE BLITZ: MAY - SEPT 2022
The goal of the National Lake Blitz is to encourage the
widespread monitoring of lakes across Canada using
simple tools so participants can easily understand the
impacts of climate change on freshwater lakes.
The Lake Blitz is open to everyone. To monitor a
lake, participants don’t need a science/technical
background or any formal training. Instead, all you
need as a Lake Blitz volunteer is a thermometer (which
we’ll send you), a camera (or phone with a camera),
and a lake you care about.

What are the impacts on freshwater lakes that
we’re concerned about?

•

Rising water temperatures that decrease oxygen
levels for freshwater life

•

Invasive species spread that push out native
species

•

Algal blooms that decrease oxygen levels and
can be toxic to humans and animals

WHAT IS A LAKE BLITZ HUB?
Lake Blitz Hubs can be any organization that wants to provide a fun learning
experience for their volunteers or members. Lake Blitz Hubs will invite
participants from their volunteer networks and help them choose their
sampling locations.
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Responsibilities include:
• Get at least 3 volunteers to register
• Help identify lakes of concern
• Share Lake Blitz promotional materials
• Attend at least 1 monthly meet-up

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM

TAKING LAKE PHOTOS AND TEMPERATURE

Lake Blitz volunteers will become part of a growing

Volunteers will help create a ‘snapshot’ by collecting

national network of water stewards who will meet

temperature readings at their chosen lake and

regularly online to share results, ask questions and sit

shoreline photos of their location on the lake (same

in on presentations from water experts from across

location each time) and the colour of the water.

Canada. At the end of the sampling season the data

Participants will be required to take photos and sample

collected will be shared on the Lake Blitz Observation

their local lake twice a month from May to September.

Map and publicly accessible water data websites.

Lake monitoring should take place on the second and
fourth weekends of each month.
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WHAT WE PROVIDE
The Lake Blitz will provide all the necessary equipment, resources and support
to help our Lake Blitz Hubs. This includes:
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•
•
•
•
•

DOES YOUR
ORGANIZATION NEED
SUPPORT IN...
•

•

•

Developing and
disseminating
communication campaigns
across Canada?
Acquiring equipment
for your citizen science
monitoring programs?
Recruiting local water
stewards and volunteers?

Lake Blitz Kits (thermometers, field guide, data cards, and pencils)
The Lake Blitz Volunteer Guide
Promotional package (text for newsletters, social media posts and posters)
Options for Lake Blitz webinars
Ongoing support from the Lake Blitz Coordinator

Funding will also be provided to partner Hubs for the coordination of this
Lake Blitz in their watersheds. This funding is dependent on the signing of the
memorandum of understanding and being able to meet their responsibilities.

BENEFITS TO COLLABORATION
9

One of the goals of the Lake Blitz is to build a national network of
organizations working to steward the health of Canada’s waterways

9

Through collaboration as a Canada-wide water network, we can help
to amplify messaging about aquatic health issues, and share resources
and learning that will strengthen our collective ability to advocate for
freshwater protections

9

In addition to providing an opportunity for freshwater unity, collaboration
and team-building, another outcome of the Lake Blitz will be a national
water stewardship newsletter, providing ongoing opportunities for
resource-sharing and cooperation

We want to work with you to
meet these and other goals
that you may have in order to
coordinate water stewardship
effectively across Canada.
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APRIL:

MAY:

Interested volunteers are

The National Lake Blitz kicks off with

month until September. Monitoring locations

encouraged to fill out the

the Lake Biodiversity Photo Challenge.

will be coordinated by the Lake Blitz coordinator

registration form on the Living Lakes

Everyone is encouraged to take

with assistance from Lake Blitz Hubs. If your

Canada website at

photos that capture the diversity of a

lake is already being monitored we will help

lake or human impacts affecting it and

you find another spot or connect you with

submit photos to the

other volunteers and create a monitoring team!

lakeblitz.livinglakescanada.ca

Monthly meet ups begin with the first session

webpage. Alternatively use the

happening at the end of May.

lakeblitz.livinglakescanada.ca.
Once registered, volunteers will
receive their Lake Blitz Kit by mail,
and will be invited to a virtual
training session in May. This will be
a fun, inspiring event where Lake

#LakeBlitzPhoto to submit via social
media!

Blitz volunteers from across the

Training webinars take place during the

community will get the chance to

first week of May. Volunteers get ready to

meet!

begin monitoring the lake of their choice
on the second and fourth weekend of the

JULY:
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SEPTEMBER:

Throughout July, Living Lakes Canada

winners in four photo categories - Most

In this last month of the Lake Blitz, coordinators

will be showcasing partners and

Biodiversity, Most Impacted, Public

will begin requesting that all data points be

volunteers who are taking part in the

Favourite and Kids Photo Challenge.

uploaded to the Lake Blitz Observation Form

Lake Blitz and other partner events, like

Winners in the Most Biodiversity, Most

the North American Lake Management

Impacted will be chosen by Living Lakes

at lakeblitz.livinglakescanada.ca. A short

Society (NALMS) annual Secchi Disk

Canada and Kids Category will be selected

Dip-in.

by our sponsor partner Earth Rangers.
Public Favourite will be voted on by

At the end of July, the Lake Biodiversity

our followers and all winners will be

Photo Challenge will wrap up with the

announced in August.

feedback survey will be sent out to all volunteers
who took part in the Lake Blitz. Those who
gather the most data and/or participate in the
wrap up survey will be eligible to win awesome
prizes!

OCTOBER:
The results of the National Lake Blitz will be
shared on lakeblitz.livinglakescanada.ca.
Here volunteers can access the summary
report and check out all the data collected
via the link to the Lake Blitz Observation Map.
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