
ANNUAL NATIONAL LAKE BLITZ HOSTED BY

Those who are interested in taking part 
in the National Lake Blitz will need to 
confirm their participation with our Lake 
Blitz Coordinators. 

Once confirmation is received a short survey will be 
sent to participating hubs to complete. This survey 
will allow us to identify specific monitoring goals, 
equipment needs and volunteering capacity of each 
organization. 

Our Lake Blitz Coordinator team is made up of two 
British Columbia residents: LLC Program Coordinators 
Georgia Peck and Camille LeBlanc. You can reach 
Camille and Georgia at lakeblitz@livinglakescanada.ca.

Partner Guide

Thank you 
to our 
supporters
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TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 
THE NATIONAL LAKE BLITZ VISIT:
LakeBlitz.livinglakescanada.ca

 

Helping Canadians understand 
climate change impacts on the 
health of our lakes.

livinglakesca
LivingLakesCanada

BLITZ: 
a sudden, 

energetic, and 
concerted effort, 

typically on a 
specific task
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THE LIVING LAKES CANADA NATIONAL LAKE BLITZ PROJECT 
was born out of the continuing need to help Canadians understand 
climate change impacts on the health of our rivers, lakes, wetlands, 
streams, and groundwater. An annual national Lake Blitz event will help 
to normalize water stewardship by providing simple, accessible, and 
engaging community-based water monitoring (CBWM) and citizen science 
opportunities for Canadians. The Lake Blitz event will demonstrate that 
all you need as a citizen scientist is a thermometer, camera, and a body of 
water that you are curious about and would love to help steward. Living 
Lakes Canada (LLC) is looking to recognize 10 Lake Blitz Hubs situated in 
one of 5 targeted sub-basins in Canadian watersheds to help spearhead 
this water stewardship initiative and assist with supporting participants 
throughout the country.

The National Lake Blitz will run from June through to September. Leading 
up to the event, a Lake Biodiversity Photo Challenge that’s open to the 
public will kick off in June to help promote the Lake Blitz.

WHAT IS A LAKE BLITZ HUB? 

Lake Blitz Hubs will act as partners and national coordinators of 
the Lake Blitz event by connecting with their volunteers, sending out 
provided equipment and supporting Lake Blitz participants. Hubs, their 
associated volunteers, and various other Lake Blitz participants will 
assist LLC in gathering data over the summer months as the monitors 
and stewards of their local lake. Necessary equipment, instructions and 
ongoing support will be provided by LLC throughout the four-month 
event. Lake Blitz Hubs will recruit water testers from their volunteer 
networks and help them choose their sampling locations. These 
volunteers will be encouraged to monitor their local lake 1-4 times/month 
from June to September. LLC’s dedicated Lake Blitz Coordination Team 
will recruit these Hubs, building upon LLC’s existing network of Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous grassroots water stewardship leaders across Canada. 

Funding will be provided to partner Hubs for the coordination of this 
Lake Blitz in their respective watersheds, and testing kits and equipment 
such as data sheets and thermometers will be provided by LLC.
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BENEFITS TO COLLABORATION

One of the goals of the Lake Blitz is to build 
a national network of organizations working 
to steward the health of Canada’s waterways. 
Through collaboration as a Canada-wide water 
network, we can help to amplify messaging 
about aquatic health issues, and share 
resources and learning that will strengthen 
our collective ability to advocate for freshwater 
protections. 

DOES YOUR ORGANIZATION NEED 
SUPPORT IN… 

• Developing and disseminating 
communication campaigns across Canada? 

• Acquiring equipment for your citizen science 
monitoring programs? 

• Knowing what water monitoring tools are 
best to use to reach project goals? 

• Recruiting local water stewards and 
volunteers? 

Living Lakes Canada will also be providing 
funding to our participant organizations to 
help cover administrative and operational 
costs such as staff time and postage. 

We want to work with you to meet these 
and other goals that you may have in order 
to coordinate water stewardship effectively 
across Canada. Those of us in the non-
profit water stewardship sector are all 
working towards the same goal: to protect 
the integrity of our freshwater resources 
for future generations. The National Lake 
Blitz will connect volunteers, stewards, 
and related organizations throughout 
the country. This event will provide an 
opportunity for unity, collaboration and 
team-building. An outcome of the Lake 
Blitz will be a national water stewardship 
newsletter, providing ongoing opportunities 
for resource-sharing and cooperation. 
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MAY:  
PARTNER ONBOARDING

Lake Blitz Coordinators will follow up with organizations 
and stewardship groups that have expressed interest 
in taking part in the Lake Blitz. Parcnership documents 
will be sent to Lake Blitz Hubs and a survey will be sent 
to gather information on each organization and find 
out how much equipment will be needed. Groups will 
be invited to share promotions for the Lake Biodiversity 
Photo Challenge - a kick off event that is open to the 
public. 

JUNE: PHOTO CHALLENGE KICK OFF, 
EQUIPMENT DELIVERY & MONITORING BEGINS

A National Lake Biodiversity Photo Challenge will be 
advertised to the public to encourage greater awareness 
of the Lake Blitz. Photo challenge participants will be 
encouraged to take photos that capture the diversity of a 
lake shoreline and potential surrounding irnpacts. Photos 
can be sent to lakeblitz@livinglakescanada.ca or 
posted online using the #LakeBlitzPhoto. 

Lake Blitz Kitz will be mailed out to Lake Blitz Hubs. 
These kits are manufactured through Water Rangers 
Canada and will contain one thermometer, data sheets, 
a field guide, and instructions on how to gather data 
and use the Water Rangers mobile data collection app. 
A training webinar will be provided by the Lake Blitz 
Coordinators to participating groups. 

Volunteers will begin monitoring the lake of their choice 
1- 4 times per month until September using the Lake 
Blitz Kitz. Locations will be coordinated by the Lake Blitz 
Coordinators with assistance from Lake Blitz Hubs.

JULY: PHOTO CHALLENGE WRAP-UP & 
LAKES APPRECIATION MONTH

Lakes Appreciation Month occurs throughout the 
month of July. During this month-long celebration, 
Living Lakes Canada (LLC) will be promoting Hubs, 
partners, and volunteers taking part in the Lake Blitz 
as well as other partner events, such as the North 
American Lake Management Society (NALMS) annual 
Secchi Disk Dip-in. 

At the end of July the Lake Biodiversity Photo 
Challenge will wrap up and the winners in three 
photo categories - Most Biodiversity, Most lmpactful 
and Public Favourite - will be chosen by Earth 
Rangers President and the Lake Blitz Coordinators. 

SEPTEMBER:  
PROJECT WRAP UP 

In this last month of the Lake Blitz, coordinators 
will begin conducting final outreach to participant 
groups and begin assessing the success of this public 
engagement event. Feedback surveys will be created 
and will be distributed to both the organizations and 
their participating volunteers.

OCTOBER TO DECEMBER:  
OUTCOME ANALYSIS 

A project summary will be created by the Lake 
Blitz Coordinators that will outline the premise of 
the program, visualize the data collected, feature 
feedback from participants and map out a vision for 
subsequent years. The data points collected will be 
plotted on a map of Canada to show the reach of the 
pilot program in Year 1 and growth of the project in 
following years.


