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"The 'heat wave' we are experiencing makes climate change impacts
more tangible to understand. Ideally this impact will drive a more
urgent impetus needed to better safeguard our precious water."  

Kat Hartwig, Living Lakes Canada Executive Director

Living Lakes Canada has been working internally to learn about Indigenous
knowledge systems with Michele Sam, a Ktunaxa scholar and

consultant. This includes the development of the “Indigenous-led
Water Relationships within the Columbia Basin” webinar series that

will be taking place through August 2021.  

 

LLC would be pleased for your participation in this important work of truth and
reconciliation — registration will be opening soon and more information can be found

here. Please save the date! 

And if you haven't already watched our short �lm Alhgoh 'uts'ut'en (We all work
together) for Water that features our water monitoring training course with the

Binche Whu'ten First Nation on their traditional territory in B.C.'s Nechako Watershed

https://livinglakescanada.ca/2021/06/24/indigenous-led-water-relationships-within-the-columbia-basin/
https://binche.ca/


in September 2020, please take two minutes to do so. Kimberley-based �lmmaker
Mark Locki transformed our rough video footage into this beautiful piece that was

shortlisted for a Let's Talk About Water Film Festival prize.

Living Lakes Canada has also o�cially launched the 1st Annual National Lake Blitz &
Lake Biodiversity Photo Challenge. Participants all over Canada, from Nova Scotia to
the Yukon, are beginning to sample water temperature and capture shoreline and lake
colour photos to provide a “snapshot” of Canada’s freshwater health. Watch the two-
minute video below for a great overview of this cross-country initiative and contact
our Lake Blitz Coordinators if you're keen to participate. 

Plus we're accepting submissions to the Lake Biodiversity Photo Challenge until July
31st. We've received some incredible submissions that can be viewed in the online
photo gallery.

https://marklocki.com/
https://www.letstalkaboutwater.ca/
https://youtu.be/Ku71mICUHdE
https://lakeblitz.livinglakescanada.ca/
mailto:lakeblitz@livinglakescanada.ca
https://livinglakescanada.ca/our-programs/lakes/lake-biodiversity-photo-challenge/
https://data.cbwaterhub.ca/
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PROGRAM UPDATES

 

INDIGENOUS-LED WATER RELATIONSHIPS
WITHIN THE COLUMBIA BASIN 
Living Lakes Canada has been working internally to learn

about Indigenous knowledge systems with Michele Sam, a

Ktunaxa scholar and consultant. This includes the

development of the “Indigenous-led Water Relationships

within the Columbia Basin” webinar series ... READ MORE

1ST ANNUAL NATIONAL LAKE BLITZ &
PHOTO CHALLENGE 
We have o�cially launched the 1st Annual National Lake Blitz,

and participants all over Canada, from Nova Scotia to Yukon,

are beginning to sample water temperature and capture

shoreline and lake colour photos to provide a “snapshot” of

Canada’s freshwater ... READ MORE

STREAM-CABIN TRAININGS TAKING PLACE
ACROSS CANADA THIS SUMMER 
Over the last three months, the STREAM/CABIN program has

been gearing up for the �eld season. We held the �rst

CABIN/STREAM training of the year in Nelson, BC on June 15th

and 16th where we were able to certify our two new Program

Assistants with participants from the Elk River ... READ MORE

COLUMBIA BASIN WATER MONITORING
COLLABORATIVE MOVING TOWARD
IMPLEMENTATION 
The goal of the Columbia Basin Water Monitoring

Collaborative is to establish a uni�ed monitoring program or

framework in the Basin that applies a scienti�c water balance

approach that will help to support and inform ... READ MORE

100 DATASETS UPLOADED TO COLUMBIA
BASIN WATER HUB, WATER DATA
WEBINAR SERIES CONCLUDES 
Since the formal launch of the Columbia Basin Water Hub in

March 2021, Living Lakes Canada has continued outreach with

stewardship groups, governments and the private sector

across the Columbia Basi  ... READ MORE

SPRING GROUNDWATER MONITORING
COMPLETE, TWO NEW VOLUNTEER

https://livinglakescanada.ca/2021/06/24/indigenous-led-water-relationships-within-the-columbia-basin/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/2021/06/28/1st-annual-national-lake-blitz-photo-challenge/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/2021/06/28/stream-cabin-trainings-taking-place-across-canada-this-summer/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/2021/06/28/columbia-basin-water-monitoring-collaborative-moving-toward-implementation/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/2021/06/28/100-datasets-uploaded-to-columbia-basin-water-hub-webinar-series-concludes/


OBSERVATION WELLS ESTABLISHED 
Despite COVID, it has been a busy spring for the Columbia

Basin Groundwater Monitoring Program. Site visits and spring

monitoring has been conducted at all of our Volunteer

Observation Wells, following COVID and ... READ MORE

UPDATE ON KOOTENAY LAKE
WATERSHED MONITORING, ALL DATA
ONLINE 
This spring, the Kootenays experienced a fairly slow and

prolonged freshet. Early spring warm weather quickly melted

the low and mid elevation snow at the Kootenay Watershed

Science monitoring sites but left the high ... READ MORE

COLUMBIA BASIN LAKE SURVEYS
CONTINUE AS PART OF YEAR 3 OF FIMP 
We are currently in Year 3 of its “Foreshore Integrated

Management Planning (FIMP) for Aquatic Species at Risk

Project” in the Columbia Basin. In late 2019, LLC entered into a

four-year Contribution Agreement with Fisheries and Oceans

Canada (DFO) and ... READ MORE

NEW RESTORATION PROGRAM FOCUSING
ON FISH PASSAGE, COLUMBIA WETLANDS 
Since March, the Living Lakes Canada Restoration Program has

been busy with early season planning, initial �eld work, and

gearing up for late summer and fall projects. To date, LLC’s

restoration work has been focused on assisting other groups

with their projects while ... READ MORE

MITIGATING HYDROLOGIC
VULNERABILITY IN THE COLUMBIA RIVER
WETLANDS 
Living Lakes Canada team members Kyle Prince and Georgia

Peck returned to the Columbia River Wetlands in early May

2021 to assist the Columbia Wetland Stewardship Partners

with their Hydrologic Vulnerability study for the ... READ MORE

THREE WAYS CBWM CONTRIBUTES TO
INDIVIDUAL WELL-BEING 
Anwen Rees began working as a Program Assistant for Living

Lakes Canada’s STREAM program three months ago. In this

blog she shares how community-based water monitoring

(CBWM) has positively a�ected her everyday life and improves

individual well-being for participants ... READ MORE

https://livinglakescanada.ca/2021/06/28/spring-groundwater-monitoring-complete-two-new-volunteer-observation-wells-established/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/2021/06/28/spring-groundwater-monitoring-complete-two-new-volunteer-observation-wells-established/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/2021/06/28/update-on-kootenay-lake-watershed-monitoring-all-data-online/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/2021/06/28/columbia-basin-lake-surveys-continue-as-part-of-year-3-of-fimp/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/2021/06/25/new-restoration-program-focusing-on-fish-passage-columbia-wetlands/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/2021/06/08/mitigating-hydrologic-vulnerability-in-the-columbia-river-wetlands/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/2021/06/16/three-ways-cbwm-contributes-to-individual-well-being/


IN THE NEWS

 

Monitoring Small Watersheds is Vital to Community Safety and Water
Sustainability
Environmental Science & Engineering Magazine, June 2021 

The Living Lakes Canada program Kootenay Watershed Science was selected by Aquatic Informatics
for its new Ripple E�ect grant program which allowed this community-based water monitoring
program to migrate its data onto the Aquarius cloud platform which has improved the quality of
the data and the understanding of the program's hydrometric sites. 

Foreshore Integrated Management Planning  
Watershed Wanderings, Columbia Valley Pioneer, June 2021

In 2020, the Lake Windermere Ambassadors partnered with Living Lakes Canada to conduct a
Foreshore Integrated Management Planning Project on Lake Windermere. This project re-created
work done in 2006 for the Shoreline Habitat Inventory Mapping and examined changes that have
occurred to the shorelines on Lake Windermere.

Faces & Places: Kyle Prince 
Kootenay Conservation Program, June 2021

Living Lakes Canada Biologist Kyle Prince was recently featured in the Kootenay Conservation
Program's monthly Faces & Places feature.

Work Term Highlight: Santiago Botero 
Selkirk College Co-op & Employment Services, June 2021

Living Lakes Canada Applied Innovation and Technology Manager Santiago Botero was recently
featured by LLC regional partner Selkirk College, which highlighted Botero's co-op term with LLC as
Database Manager in Fall 2020.

COVID-19: One Year Later (p14-15) & Building the Blue Economy (p18-19) 
Water Canada Magazine, May/June 2021

Living Lakes Canada Executive Director Kat Hartwig is one of a number of Canadian water leaders
quoted in the �rst article on how the Canadian water industry fared in the �rst year of the COVID-
19 pandemic. In the second article about ensuring the prosperity of the Canadian water industry,
LLC is referenced as an example of organizations that play an important role in integrated
watershed management.  

Healthy Water, Healthy Communities: Clean water is essential for all 
Lush, May 2021

Recognizing that fresh water is vital to its operations, Lush partnered with experts in the freshwater
movement to identify four areas of focus to direct Charity Pot grants: capacity building, advocacy
and campaigns, First Nations water rights, and water monitoring. Living Lakes Canada is a
recipient of Lush funding for our community-based water monitoring work. 

Combining DNA and people power for healthy rivers: Implementing the STREAM

https://issuu.com/esemag/docs/ese_magazine-2021-june/46
https://aquaticinformatics.com/
https://www.columbiavalleypioneer.com/foreshore-integrated-management-planning/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/project/foreshore-inventory-mapping-in-the-columbia-basin/
https://kootenayconservation.ca/kyle-prince/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/santiago-botero-selkirk-college.png
https://selkirk.ca/faculty/environment-and-geomatics
https://cdn.watercanada.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/14124710/WC118_MayJun2021_DIGITAL.pdf
https://www.lush.ca/en/stories/article_healthy-water-healthy-communities.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2530064421000262


community-based approach for global freshwater monitoring 
Science Direct, March 1 2021

Living Lakes Canada Executive Director Kat Hartwig and STREAM Program Manager Raegan
Mallinson worked alongside STREAM science lead Dr. Chloe Robinson with the University of Guelph
and a team of authors to produce a paper detailing STREAM community-based approach for global
freshwater monitoring.

Les zones humides du Columbia: source d’un important bassin versant
d’Amérique du Nord 
Liaison Énergie-Francophonie, 2021

Living Lakes Canada is one of six Living Lakes International partner organizations whose articles
were selected for a special international publication featuring ecosystems and wetlands found
within the French-speaking countries of the world. 

Lake Stewardship Workshop 19 
Living Lakes Canada Program Coordinators Georgia Peck
and Camille Leblanc led a two-part Dive Into Citizen
Science and Foreshore Integrated Management Planning
workshop with Riding Mountain Biosphere Reserve and
their associated Healthy Prairie Lakes Network on May 5
2021.

Boating on BC Lakes - A Diverse Future 
The BC Lake Stewardship Society, Living Lakes Canada
and the Lake Windermere Ambassadors hosted an online
forum on April 28 2021 to discuss the environmental
impacts of boating, regulatory issues, and potential
solutions. 

NEW TEAM MEMBERS

 

BOARD MEMBER: ANDREA MOLITOR 

Andrea Molitor practised law for 20 years, mainly in �nancial and

corporate matters in Brazil,  England, and the United States. She holds

a master’s degree in Banking and Financial Law from Boston

University. In 2016, she immigrated to Canada with ... READ MORE

DEPUTY DIRECTOR: ANDY MILLER 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2530064421000262
https://stream-dna.com/
https://www.ifdd.francophonie.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/LEF-116_p25-29_Kat-Hartwig.pdf
https://www.globalnature.org/livinglakes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N0JtSpeVM0c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6Xw1e0LUUY
https://www.bclss.org/
https://www.lakeambassadors.ca/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/profile/board/andrea-molitor/


Andy Miller brings a career in project management and operations to

the Deputy Director role at Living Lakes Canada. Born and raised in the

UK, he arrived in Canada, then to the East Kootenay, after working

across England, Scandinavia, and Spain. He brings ... READ MORE

PROGRAM ASSISTANT: HEATHER SHAW 

Heather Shaw grew up in Canmore, Alberta spending lots of time in

the mountains enjoying various activities such as climbing, skiing,

hiking and camping. Having been submersed in the outdoors from

such a young age, Heather developed a great ... READ MORE

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: SARAH GOWER 

Sarah Gower grew up in Nelson, BC, leaving in the early '90s to pursue

a Bachelor of Science in Geography at the University of Victoria. After a

stint of travel and working as a Fisheries Observer based out of Prince

Rupert, Sarah re-located to the UK and pursued work ... READ MORE

COMMUNICATIONS ASSISTANT: 
NIKKI FREDRIKSON 

Nikki Fredrikson grew up on a farm in Kamloops and spent most of her

childhood exploring British Columbia's lakes and streams. Raised to

have a passion for adventure and a love of wildlife ... READ MORE

UPCOMING EVENTS

 

INDIGENOUS-LED WATER RELATIONSHIPS
WITHIN THE COLUMBIA BASIN - Save the Date!

A webinar series to create space, time and place for a Knowledge Holder

and a technician from each of the 3 Indigenous Peoples (Ktunaxa,

Secwépemc, Okanagan) to present on their values, how they relate to

water and the future of water in the Columbia Basin. The fourth and final

webinar will provide a platform for a spiritual and/or cultural interpreter

from each of the 3 Peoples to speak together.  

https://livinglakescanada.ca/profile/team/andy-miller/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/profile/team/heather-shaw/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/profile/team/sarah-gower/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/profile/team/nikki-fredrikson/


AUGUST 3, 10, 17 & 23 - ONLINE 

12:30 pm - 3:30 pm PST/1:30 pm - 4:30 pm MST 
REGISTRATION WILL OPEN SOON: VISIT OUR EVENTS PAGE

HEALTHY WATERS LAC LA BICHE OPEN HOUSE
& SPEAKER SERIES

Join Healthy Waters Lac La Biche and Alberta Ecotrust Foundation for an

exciting evening learning about and discussing the health of Alberta lakes

and watersheds. Each evening will feature a number of displays and

resources on lake, shoreline, and watershed science and stewardship,

and amazing guest speakers. View poster for full details. 

JULY 2, JULY 7, AUGUST 4, SEPT 1, OCT 6 - IN-PERSON & ONLINE 

Each sessions starts at 6 pm MST  

TO REGISTER CONTACT: healthywaterslaclabiche@gmail.com

WORLD WATER WEEK 2021

The theme of World Water Week 2021 is Building Resilience Faster, with a

focus on concrete solutions to the world’s greatest water-related

challenges, starting with the climate crisis and including water scarcity,

food security, health, biodiversity, and impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic.  

AUGUST 23-27 - DIGITAL EVENT 

VISIT THE EVENT WEBSITE

REPORTS & RESOURCES

 

Bringing the Salmon Home Festival – Watch Recordings of the Events 
Columbia River Salmon Reintroduction Initiative, May 10-16 2021

Canada’s troubled waters 
University A�airs, May 4 2021

The Big Melt - A Special Tyee Series: Part 1 - Part 2 - Part 3 
The Tyee, May 10 - 12 - 17 2021

Water management in Canada has been fragmented — a Canada Water Agency could
help 
The Narwhal, May 11 2021

Only 17 percent of free-�owing rivers are protected, new research shows 
Science Daily, May 12 2021

Community science is vital to ensuring Canada has a safe water supply 

https://livinglakescanada.ca/category/events/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/healthy-waters-open-house-poster-online-1.pdf
mailto:healthywaterslaclabiche@gmail.com
https://www.worldwaterweek.org/
https://columbiariversalmon.ca/event-page/#salmon-festival
https://www.universityaffairs.ca/features/feature-article/canadas-troubled-waters/
https://thetyee.ca/big-melt/
https://thetyee.ca/News/2021/05/12/How-Big-Melt-Will-Change-Life-People-Nature/
https://thetyee.ca/News/2021/05/17/Bute-Inlet-Disaster-Dying-Glaciers-Unleash-Devastation/
https://thenarwhal.ca/opinion-canada-water-agency-protect-freshwater/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/05/210512142910.htm
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/2021/05/19/community-science-is-vital-to-ensuring-canada-has-a-safe-water-supply.html


Toronto Star, May 19 2021

Widespread deoxygenation of temperate lakes 
Nature Journal, June 2 2021

Opinion: A future di�erent from the past, B.C. needs a ministry that puts watershed
security and communities �rst 
The Province, June 15 2021

Beneath the Surface: Water Monitoring in the
Ghost Watershed 

Ghost Watershed Alliance Society began
participating in the STREAM project in 2019. They
have since completed their first field season this past
fall and released a video documenting their work in
March 2021. 

OPPORTUNITIES

 

OPEN-ACCESS PLATFORM LAUNCHES GREAT LAKES DATA DRIVE

DataStream, the open-access platform for sharing water quality data, have launched a Data Drive ahead

of the fall release of Great Lakes DataStream. There’s lots of support available for water monitors in the

Great Lakes and Saint Lawrence region who would like to publish their data, including one-on-one

sessions with a data specialist.

B.C. RELEASES PLAN TO PREPARE FOR CLIMATE CHANGE, 
SEEKS PUBLIC INPUT

The Province is taking action to help British Columbia prepare for the impacts of climate change and is

seeking public feedback on future work as part of the draft Climate Preparedness and Adaptation

Strategy. The Province has developed the strategy in collaboration with Indigenous peoples through two

working groups and through multiple engagements with Indigenous communities and organizations.

Additional input has come from municipalities and regional districts, academics, businesses, non-profits,

youth and others. The draft strategy includes proposed actions to expand cultural and prescribed burning

to reduce wildfire risks, support nature-based climate solutions, support pilot projects for water supply and

demand management and establish an ocean acidification plan, among others. 

Public consultation is open until Aug. 12, 2021, on the government’s public engagement website. 
 

FIND OUT MORE

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-021-03550-y
https://theprovince.com/opinion/opinion-a-future-different-from-the-past-b-c-needs-a-ministry-that-puts-watershed-security-and-communities-first
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KdEN85OgG4o
https://greatlakesdatastream.ca/en/article/great-lakes-data-drive


Living Lakes Canada is able to advance practical, national solutions that have the
potential to positively impact how Canadians take care of the waterways and

systems that are essential to our communities and ecosystem health. 
 

Your support helps communities and decision makers access tools, training and
data that help them create sustainable and healthy communities and

ecosystems.  
 

Visit the Invest section on our website to learn about the many ways your
donation can support our water stewardship work and the protection of fresh

water in Canada, and the giving options available. 

Contact us to learn more.

 

INVEST IN WATER

 

LEARN MORE & PROVIDE COMMENTS

https://livinglakescanada.ca/how-you-can-help/invest/
mailto:kat@livinglakescanada.ca
https://livinglakescanada.ca/how-you-can-help/invest/
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2021ENV0042-001112
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