
Open House & Speaker Series
Presented by Healthy Waters Lac La Biche and Alberta Ecotrust Foundation

Join us for  an exci t ing evening learn ing about and 
discussing the heal th of our  lakes and watersheds! 
Each evening wi l l  feature a num ber  of displays and 
resources on lake, shorel ine, and watershed science 
and stewardship, and am azing guest speakers!

2021

ALL OPEN H OUSES W ILL BE H ELD IN-PERSON IF 
POSSIBLE W ITH IN ALBERTA H EALTH  COVID-19 
GUIDELINES. TH EY W ILL ALSO BE M ADE 
AVAILABLE ON-LINE, AND W ILL BE H ELD ENTIRELY 
ON-LINE IF AN IN-PERSON EVENT IS NOT POSSIBLE.

Healthy Waters 
Lac La Biche

To register , and for  m ore in form ation, please see the 
H eal thy W aters Lac La Biche Facebook  page,  or  contact 
heal thywaterslaclabiche@gm ail .com .

July 2 -  Lac La Biche Bold Center
6 p.m.
Jay W hite, M .Sc., Aqual i ty Environm ental  Consul t ing - Jay W hite is the pr incipal  r esearcher  
at Aqual i ty Environm ental  Consul t ing, and is a cer t i f ied Alber ta Professional  Biologist. H e 
has worked with Ducks Unl im ited Canada on wetland restorat ion, as a research associate at 
the Universi ty of Alber ta, and as the Land-Aquatic Program  Adm in istr ator  for  the 
Sustainable Forest M anagem ent Network . Jay cur rent ly si ts on the Alber ta W ater  Counci l  
r epresenting the Lake Environm ental  Conservat ion Sector. H e has been involved with the 
Provincial  W ater  Strategy (W ater  for  Li fe) since i ts creat ion, and is involved with several  
non-profi t  groups such as the Alber ta Lake M anagem ent Society, Inside Education, Ducks 
Unl im ited Canada, and Trout Unl im ited Canada. Jay wi l l  be speak ing on ?Does M y 
Shorel ine Real ly M atter??, discussing the im pl icat ions of how each one of us m anage the 
shorel ines that we are responsible for.

Janine H iggins, B.Sc., Alber ta Environm ent & Parks (AEP) - Janine H iggins is an engagem ent 
and education special ist  wi th Alber ta Environm ent and Parks. She has spent over  10 years 
suppor t ing m any f ish, wi ldl i fe and water  education projects with the depar tm ent, and takes 
any oppor tun i ty she can (whether  i t?s for  work  or  play) to get outdoors! Join  her  to learn 
m ore about what act ions you can take to protect the heal th of your  lake! She wi l l  be 
presenting on ?Lakes 101?.

July 7 -  Plamondon Fesitval  Centre 
6 p.m.
Dör te Köster , Ph.D., Associated Environm ental  Consul tants (AE) - Dör te Köster  is a Senior  
Aquatic Scient ist  at AE. She has extensive exper ience in  m onitor ing, analyzing and 
sum m ar izing lake and r iver  water  qual i ty in  Alber ta and elsewhere. She has suppor ted 
m unicipal , provincial  and federal  governm ent agencies as wel l  as watershed and lake 
stewardship groups as a scient i f ic advisor  for  sur face water  qual i ty assessm ents and 
m anagem ent. For  exam ple, she led technical  studies at Pigeon Lake, AB, to invest igate 
nutr ient sources and their  r ole in  the developm ent of harm ful  algae bloom s. She has 
studied num erous other  lakes and ponds in  Alber ta and across Canada, including an 
invest igat ion of nuisance algae in  a resident ial  storm water  pond. She serves on the edi tor ial  
board of the journal  ?Lake and Reservoir  M anagem ent?, and is cur rent ly President of the 
Alber ta Lake M anagem ent Society.

Aug 4 -  Owl  River Rec Centre 
6 p.m.
Stefan ie Fenson, B.Sc., Alber ta Conservat ion Associat ion (ACA) - Stefan ie Fenson is a Senior  
Biologist wi th the ACA, pr im ar i ly work ing in  the Land Program , and has coordinated 
r ipar ian projects across the province. As a recognized land tr ust, ACA holds t i t le and 
m anages over  200,000 acres of conservat ion lands that are open to the publ ic on foot, for  
act ivi t ies l ike hunting, f ish ing, and hik ing. Lands are m anaged with a recognit ion that 
var ious stakeholders are not m utual ly exclusive and f inding a balance is the key to great 
stewardship. Stefan ie wi l l  be presenting on the them e of ?Connect ing land and water : 
H eal thy r ipar ian areas?. The Owl River  is the pr im ary spawning r iver  for  Lac La Biche 
wal leye, and whi le wal leye populat ions appear  to be recover ing, there is st i l l  m ore work  to 
do. This presentat ion wi l l  focus on ACA?s r ipar ian projects, the tools we have avai lable to 
help landowners and leaseholders reach their  conservat ion goals, and our  cur rent projects 
on the Owl River.

  

Ker r i  O?Shaughnessy, B.Sc., Alber ta Ripar ian H abitat M anagem ent Society (Cows & Fish) - 
Ker r i  O?Shaughnessy is a Ripar ian Special ist  wi th Cows & Fish.  In  th is r ole she works with a 
var iety of landowners and organizat ions to better  understand r ipar ian areas - the h ighly 
product ive, sensi t ive but r esi l ient water  loving zones of the landscape ? and the benefi ts 
they provide, as wel l  as acknowledging that l iving, work ing and playing near  water  is not 
wi thout i ts chal lenges. Continuing with the them e of ?Connect ing land and water : H eal thy 
r ipar ian areas?, Ker r i  wi l l  present on a var iety of r ipar ian m anagem ent opt ions, techniques 
and pr inciples relevant to agr icul ture, lake l iving, and l iving with beavers.  I t  wi l l  also 
h ighl ight how to see i f r ipar ian areas are heal thy and per form ing al l  of the valuable 
funct ions they can do for  us. 

Sept 1 -  Hylo/Venice Agriplex
6 p.m.
Kr isten Anderson, B.Sc., Associated Environm ental  Consul tants (AE) - Kr isten is a wetland 
scient ist , r estorat ion ecologist and cer t i f ied professional  in  erosion control  wi th 23 years of 
exper ience in  consul t ing. She special izes in  wetland construct ion and design, str eam  
restorat ion and slope stabi l izat ion. She has taught wetland courses at the Universi ty of 
Alber ta for  the past 11 years including a course in  wetland assessm ent and a course in  
wetland restorat ion and construct ion.  She also teaches str eam  bank  restorat ion workshops 
for  AE.

Kel l ie Nichipor ik , B.Sc., Lakeland Agr icul tural  Research Associat ion (LARA) - Kel l ie has 
served as the Environm ental  Program  M anager  at LARA for  over  11 years, where she assists 
agr icul tural  producers in  the Lakeland region regarding var ious envir onm ental  issues. 
This includes topics such as Environm ental  Farm  Plans, cl im ate change, stewardship 
program s and strategies, wetland restorat ion, waste m anagem ent, and r ipar ian heal th 
assessm ents. She also helps producers create in tegrated pest m anagem ent str ategies and 
im plem ent best m anagem ent pract ices (BM Ps) in to their  operat ions. Kel l ie authors the 
newsletter  ?The Verdant Elem ent?, and is the Chair  of the M oose Lake W atershed Society. 
She has a Bachelor?s fr om  the Universi ty of Alber ta in  Agr icul ture and Anim al  Science, and 
Environm ental  Resource M anagem ent Cer t i f icat ion.

.

Oct 6 -  Craigend Hal l  
6 p.m.
Caleb Sinn, B.Sc., Alber ta Lake M anagem ent Society (ALM S) - Caleb?s passion for  
fr eshwater  ecology developed after  spending m any sum m ers throughout h is chi ldhood at 
Gul l  Lake, explor ing Alber ta?s m ountain  nat ional  parks, and f ish ing in  southern Br i t ish 
Colum bia. H e star ted work ing for  the ALM S as technician in  the sum m er  of 2019. Caleb 
becam e the ALM S Program  M anager  in  ear ly 2020, where he en joys analyzing and 
repor t ing data about Alber ta's lakes, coordinat ing lake m onitor ing act ivi t ies throughout the 
province, and work ing with am azing volunteers. Caleb wi l l  be presenting on 
?Satel l i te-Der ived Cyanobacter ia Bloom  M onitor ing for  Alber ta Lakes?. In  2020, a 
m ul t i -stakeholder  work ing group col laborated to develop a tool  to visual ize cyanobacter ia 
abundance at Pigeon Lake using satel l i te data. As the project progresses, addi t ional  m etr ics 
wi l l  be developed that descr ibe how these bloom s funct ion, and addi t ional  lakes wi l l  be 
included. This includes Lac La Biche lake, and so those in terested in  the lake and i ts 
watershed wi l l  be able to use th is tool  to learn m ore about i ts cyanobacter ia bloom s, and 
how di fferent m anagem ent in i t iat ives m ay im pact their  prevalence. 

Tr icia Flem ing, DVM , M .Sc. and Rachel  Bates, B.Sc., LICA - LICA is a com m unity-based 
not-for -profi t  associat ion that is a Synergy Group, the W atershed Planning and Advisory 
Counci l  and an Air shed Zone.  LICA focuses on environm ental  m onitor ing, envir onm ental  
m anagem ent, and com m unity education and outreach. Through the W ater  for  Li fe 
Strategy (2003), LICA leads planning and water  education oppor tun i t ies for  the Beaver  
River  W atershed, including the developm ent of an In tegrated W atershed M anagem ent 
Plan. Rachel  Bates is the Education and Outreach Coordinator  at LICA. She obtained a 
Bachelor?s of Science in  Environm ental  and Conservat ion Sciences fr om  the Universi ty of 
Alber ta in  2020. Tr icia Flem ing is LICA?s Environm ental  Coordinator , wi th tr ain ing in  
envir onm ent and sustainabi l i ty, wi ldl i fe/ ecosystem  heal th-focused veter inary science, and 
biology. 
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