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"In this era of climate driven decision making, it is paramount that we
have all hands on deck in order to increase the amount of reliable data
used for water and land use decisions that will ultimately enhance our
climate resiliency."
~ Kat Hartwig, Living Lakes Canada Executive Director

Columbia Basin Water Data Hub update

On November 20, 2019 in Cranbrook, B.C., Living Lakes Canada hosted an inaugural inperson
Steering Committee meeting. Over 20 people attended this fullday meeting to brainstorm and
share content from their expert backgrounds to help develop the Columbia Basin Water
Monitoring Framework and Data Hub Initiative.
READ THE FULL UPDATE HERE
A big thanks to our sponsors who support this initiative:

Water Data Hub makes waves on CBC
Featured on Daybreak South, the CBC Radio morning show for BC's Southern Interior, Laura
Duncan of Mainstreams speaks about the importance of water monitoring in the Columbia Basin
with host Chris Walker, and raises the topic of the Columbia Basin Water Monitoring Framework
and Data Hub initiative that's currently underway.
Laura Duncan's interview begins at 1:03:30 and the reference to the Water Monitoring
Framework and Data Hub begins at 1:11:10:00 and ends at 1:11:12:12. Definitely worth a listen!
LISTEN TO THE INTERVIEW HERE

LLC cohosts CBWM Roundtable

Kat Hartwig (in white), Executive Director for Living Lakes Canada, with participants at the Roundtable in Ottawa.

On November 27 and 28, 2018 Living Lakes Canada, in partnership with the Gordon Foundation
and the World Wildlife FundCanada, cohosted a Roundtable gathering in Ottawa, ON. The goal
of the Roundtable was to bring together indigenous and nonindigenous community members,
academia, all levels of government, First Nations and industry that are involved or interested in
communitybased water monitoring (CBWN).
READ ABOUT THE ROUNDTABLE HERE

LLC delivers CABIN training in Smithers

Raegan Mallinson,Water Stewardship Lead for Living Lakes Canada, trains participants in the Smithers CABIN
course October 2018.

In October, Living Lakes Canada spent a great couple days in Smithers, B.C. delivering a
Canadian Aquatic Biomonitoring Network (CABIN) field practicum to representatives from
Gitxsan Environmental Services, Gitanyow Fisheries Authority, Wetsuweten Fisheries, Skeena
Fisheries, Lake Babine Fisheries and Eclipse Geomatics.
SEE MORE COVERAGE OF THIS CABIN TRAINING HERE
A big thanks to our sponsor who supported this initiative:

Predicting watershed behaviour

The North Kootenay Lake Water Monitoring Project (NKLWMP) recently partnered with Living
Lakes Canada to foster a deeper understanding of water, climate change and healthy
communities in the West Kootenays.
The NKLWMP is working to improve understanding and prediction of how small and medium
sized watersheds are going to behave in a changing climate, especially in conditions of extreme
high and low precipitation.
LEARN MORE ABOUT THE NKLWMP HERE

Report presents case for CBWM

A new University of VictoriaEnvironmental Law Centre (ELC) report prepared for Living Lakes
Canada and The Gordon Foundation explores how communitybased monitoring (CBM) can be
used to make decisions about watersheds, which can transform the way we understand and
apply water law. It may also help us to become more proactive to water needs.
Given the mutual benefits afforded by CBM to communities and governments, this report is
intended to identify successful approaches to address these challenges when incorporating CBM
water quality data into Canada’s water monitoring framework.
"This report demonstrates the important role and opportunity that communitybased water
monitoring data can provide to support all levels of water decision makers at all levels in
Canada,” says Kat Hartwig, Living Lakes Canada.
READ THE FULL ELC NEWS RELEASE AND LINK TO THE REPORT HERE

Integrated Lake Monitoring Framework

The BC Ministry of Environment & Climate Change Strategy contracted with the BC Lake
Stewardship Society (BCLSS) to develop an integrated framework that incorporated the existing
BCLSS volunteer monitoring framework, known as the BC Lake Stewardship and Monitoring
Program, with the BC Lake Monitoring Network. A joint proposal was developed and submitted
by the BCLSS and Living Lakes Canada.
LINK TO THE SUMMARY OF THE REPORT HERE

We're looking for a well near you!

Living Lakes Canada is continuing to coordinate a Groundwater Monitoring Program to help
effectively manage and protect groundwater resources in the Upper Columbia Basin. Through
engagement of citizens, the program works with landowners, community groups and
governments to identify groundwater wells and monitor water levels in priority aquifers.

Priority wells are those constructed in accordance with the Groundwater Protection Regulation
and are not being used as a source water well. If you have a suitable well or you are interested
in groundwater monitoring in your area, contact Carol Luttmer at carol@livinglakescanada.ca.
LEARN MORE ABOUT THE GROUNDWATER MONITORING PROGRAM

We've welcomed new staff to our team!
\

Claire PollockHall
Researcher
Claire’s background is in environmental science, she has completed a Bachelor of Wildlife and
Conservation Biology in Melbourne, Australia. Claire previously worked for the Calgary and
Werribee Zoos and was working for local Government in the Sustainability department before
moving back to Canada last year.
Claire currently works for the Friends of Kootenay Lake Stewardship Society as the Assistant
Environmental Manager. Claire assists on projects such as wildlife monitoring, water quality
monitoring, restoration of wetlands, shoreline cleanups and community events such as the
Annual Kootenay Lake Summit.

Jayme Jones
Program Manager
Jayme has a passion for sustainability and engaging others to build resilient communities. Her
interests focus on watershed governance and climate change. Jayme’s educational background
includes a Diploma in Integrated Environmental Planning, a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Environmental Management and a Master’s Degree in Environment and Management.
She has previously worked in both federal government and industry. She is a committed
volunteer with a long history of participation on many Advisory Committees, Executives, and
Boards. Some examples include the Columbia Basin Trust’s Environmental Advisory Committee
and the Province of B.C.’s Columbia Basin Regional Advisory Committee (CBRAC). The
purpose of her role on CBRAC is to advise on issues related to the Columbia River Treaty.
Jayme is a natural facilitator and project manager. She loves being in roles bringing people
together to address complex environmental issues. Her work with Living Lakes Canada allows
her to do just that. One of these roles is as the interim Chair of the Kootenay Lake Partnership.
When Jayme is not busy with work or volunteering, you will find her skiing, crafting, singing, or
exploring with her husband and two young kids. She resides in Castlegar, B.C.

Help Us Help Water: Donate Today

Donate to Living Lakes Canada to support national and local collaboration for water stewardship.
Our efforts ensure your gift goes where it will have the biggest splash. Contribute to the pool of
projects or target your donation to one of our projects:
Canadian Aquatic Biomonitoring Network
Foreshore Inventory Mapping
Columbia Basin Groundwater Monitoring
Columbia Basin Water Monitoring Initiative
Lake Monitoring across British Columbia
VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO MAKE AN ONLINE DONATION

April 2019 Water Stewardship Symposium

In 2019, join the Partnership for Water Sustainability in BC in Parksville at the City’s Community
and Conference Centre (132 E. Jensen Avenue) for a field day on April 2, followed by a 2day
symposium on April 34.
Parksville 2019: Symposium on Water Stewardship in a Changing Climate will celebrate local
government initiatives on Vancouver Island that are ‘getting it right’. These success stories are
characterized by 3 attributes: commitment, collaboration and the ‘hard work of hope’. A decade
of effort, by partnerships of local governments and community stewards, is demonstrating
success on the ground where it matters.
FOR EVENT DETAILS AND REGISTRATION VISIT THE WEBSITE

May 2019 Living Lakes Conference

On May 79, 2019 in Valencia, Spain, the Living Lakes Network will celebrate its 20th
anniversary with the 15th International Living Lakes Conference. The conference, titled the
World Congress for Wetland and Lake Restoration, will have the theme "Living Lakes – Business
and NGO Partnerships for Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation".
Since its foundation in November 1998, the Living Lakes Network unites environmental
organizations striving for the protection of lakes and wetlands worldwide. Starting with four
partners, the network today consists of 109 partner lakes represented by member organisations
from all over the world. It created a platform for raising awareness, exchanging ideas and advice
and initiating common projects. The Living Lakes Network has tackled many challenges, grown

together and developed a mutual trust over the years. The 20th anniversary of the network is a
reason to celebrate the success story of Living Lakes, to pass in review and forging out plans for
the future.
LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CONFERENCE AND FIND THE DETAIL PROGRAM HERE

Related News & Reports
28 Indigenous Guardian programs get federal funding: Pilot programs to help
young people get onto land and monitor fishing, tourism activities ~ The
Narwhal, Nov 18 2018
Better understand the health of streams to further protect them ~ CBC BC
Yukon, Dec 2 2018
Taking the Pulse: B.C. Freshwater Policy Monitor ~ POLIS Water Sustainability
Project, Dec 12 2018

Please share our newsletter!

AND IF YOU'VE BEEN FORWARDED OUR NEWSLETTER, CLICK HERE TO SUBSCRIBE.

Thank you to everyone who supported our Water
Stewardship work in 2018!

Our team wishes you a wonderful holiday season and
Happy New Year!
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