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In light of National Indigenous Peoples Day on June 21, Living
Lakes Canada extends our sincerest gratitude and respect to the
First Nations communities we've partnered with that have been so

critical to the development and success of our water monitoring
programs. 

 
And we continue to be grateful to our funders and partners for

their consideration and flexibility as we have had to make some
adjustments to program scope in order to adapt to new limitations

due to COVID-19. 
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Columbia Basin Water Hub progress
We are excited to present a new information handout explaining the Columbia
Basin Water Monitoring Collaborative and the associated Columbia Basin
Water Hub.

As acting secretariat of the Monitoring Collaborative, Living Lakes Canada has
hired Selkirk Student Santiago Botero as the Columbia Basin Water Hub
Database Manager (see 'Meet our Newest Team Members' below). Santiago
will be available to support user groups in navigating the Water Hub, which has
recently been provided with a logo:

TESTING PHASE: The Water Hub is currently in the testing phase, with How-
To Videos and a User Guide in the works. 
 
GOVERNANCE: Until the Collaborative becomes a standalone entity, it will
continue to be a project facilitated by Living Lakes Canada as its secretariat.

FRAMEWORK: On June 8, Living Lakes Canada coordinated and facilitated a
workshop for senior hydrologists and water scientists from Provincial, Federal,
private and academic sectors, with the goal of reaching consensus on a
scientific framework to expand the water monitoring network of Canada’s Upper
Columbia Basin. The proceedings and next steps will be posted onto the Living
Lakes Canada website once completed in early August. View the meeting's
agenda.

VIEW OR DOWNLOAD THE HANDOUT AS A PDF

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS PROJECT

http://livinglakescanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/LLC-wm-wkshp_FINAL-AGENDA-1.pdf
http://livinglakescanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/CBWMC-Columbia-Basin-Water-Hub-Info-Handout-2020.pdf
http://livinglakescanada.ca/projects/columbia-basin-water-data-hub-and-framework/


FlowH20 & Digital Supercluster update
FlowH20 is the new rebrand of the Fresh Water Data Commons pilot project
that Living Lakes Canada is partnering on with Carl Data Solutions and its
subsidiaries i4C Innovation and Astra Smart Systems, Teck Resources,
University of Victoria, Genome BC and Microsoft.

In the coming months, Living Lakes Canada will be in the field assisting with
sensor network installation in the Anderson Creek Basin (near Nelson, BC) for
the water balance component of the FlowH20 pilot project. 

Groundwater Program expands
During the last few months, Living Lakes Canada has been working behind the
scenes to expand its Columbia Basin Groundwater Monitoring Program.

In early June with COVID restrictions easing up and social distancing protocols
in place, we were able to get out in the field. We worked with a landowner and
JR Drilling to upgrade an existing well between Skookumchuk and Canal Flats
so that it could be incorporated as a Volunteer Observation Well in the
groundwater monitoring program. The modifications were made to the well to
ensure it meets the Groundwater Protection Regulation and allow for
installation of a water level meter and data logger.
 

A volunteer landowner collects a water level measurement from his observation well.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS PILOT

READ THE FULL PROGRAM UPDATE

https://www.digitalsupercluster.ca/programs/data-commons/fresh-water-data-commons/
http://livinglakescanada.ca/projects/groundwater/
http://livinglakescanada.ca/water-monitoring-technology-our-involvement-in-the-flowh20-pilot-project/
http://livinglakescanada.ca/upper-columbia-basin-groundwater-monitoring-program-expands/


STREAM project on pause 
Due to the current and evolving COVID-19 situation, Environment and Climate
Change Canada, in cooperation with the Canadian Rivers Institute,
has suspended the CABIN training program for 2020 (both online and field). 

Living Lakes Canada has been working closely with the STREAM team to
develop appropriate social distancing strategies and protocols for this field
season. Although our courses in collaboration with participants in Whitehorse,
Yukon; Kenora, Ontario; and Ottawa, Ontario have been postponed to 2021,
many of the field certification courses within B.C. are still going forward.
 

STREAM involves the collection of benthic macroinvertebrates from rivers across Canada.
 

Kootenay Lake Partnership learning
Living Lakes Canada is contracted by the Regional District of Central Kootenay
(RDCK) to coordinate the Kootenay Lake Partnership, which has has been
working with the partnership and communities to provide online learning
opportunities on the Shoreline Guidance Document — a compilation of
archaeological, ecological, shoreline and Ktunaxa cultural values for Kootenay
Lake.

In April and May we held webinars for RDCK and Provincial staff, helping them
understand the complex information in order to use this knowledge in their
decision making. We also recently provided training for the Kootenay
Association of Realtors so that their members have a toolkit of resources to
share with new shoreline property owners.

READ THE FULL UPDATE

STREAM 'FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS' NOW AVAILABLE

http://livinglakescanada.ca/projects/kootenay-lake-partnership/
http://kootenaylakepartnership.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Shoreline-Guidance-Document-May-2020.pdf
http://livinglakescanada.ca/stream-program-paused-closed-cabin-trainings-continue/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/stream-frequently-asked-questions/


Because of physical distancing requirements, the Kootenay Lake Partnership
meeting was held virtually on June 23.
 

In this webinar hosted by Living Lakes Canada, the Kootenay Lake Partnership
provides an interactive introduction to using Shoreline Guidance Documents for

Provincial Government Staff who review applications related to lakeshore
development in the Kootenay Region.

In this webinar designed for the Kootenay Association of Realtors, KLP introduces a
series of tools for homeowners to find relevant information on their properties and

shorelines.

Lake inventory work starting
Our new Foreshore Integrated Management Planning (FIMP) project will review
and revise the FIMP methodology and map (or re-map) 6-8 lakes in the
Columbia Basin over the next four years to assess the rate of change in
ecological and urban development parameters.

We recently awarded the Year 1 lake inventory work to 3 different consultants:
Ecoscape, Wood, and Masse. Big thanks to the (volunteer) proposal selection
committee members from Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource
Operations & Rural Development, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, and Regional
District of Central Kootenay, who helped the Living Lakes Canada FIMP team
finalize the list.
 

VISIT THE KLP WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=naFBfjb_D7c&t=171s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_B9-5ze3Kc
http://kootenaylakepartnership.com/


Lake Windermere in the East Kootenay's Columbia Valley has been selected for Year 1 of the project. 

NKLWMP joins Living Lakes Canada   
We are pleased to announce that the North Kootenay Lake Water Monitoring
Program (NKLWMP) will be joining Living Lakes Canada. This science-based
program is working to improve the understanding and prediction of how small-
and medium-sized watersheds are going to behave in a changing climate,
especially in conditions of extreme high and low precipitation.

The program monitors streamflow, snow and temperature with 3 hydrometric
stations, 2 snow courses, and 3 climate stations. 

This is very relevant work given this research article recently published by
Frontiers in Earth Science: Detecting the Effects of Sustained Glacier
Wastage on Streamflow in Variably Glacierized Catchments
 

READ THE FULL UPDATE

LEARN MORE ABOUT NKLWMP

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/feart.2020.00136/full
http://livinglakescanada.ca/lake-inventories-getting-underway-for-fimp-project/
http://livinglakescanada.ca/projects/north-kootenay-lake-water-monitoring-program/


A NKLWMP hydrometric station.

Water testing for everyone 
Living Lakes Canada is assisting the Water Rangers with the delivery of their
Water TestKits program, and is currently onboarding volunteers in Whistler,
Invermere (in partnership with the Lake Windermere Ambassadors) and
Nelson.  

The Water Rangers are distributing Water TestKits as part of a research study
whose purpose is to better understand how testing the water can improve our
relationship with water and nature, and find out who is most likely to take part in
citizen science activities. This research is being conducted by Laura Gilbert of
the Natural Resource Sciences department at McGill University in partnership
with Kat Kavanagh the Executive Director of Water Rangers and supervised by
Prof. Jan Adamowski of the Bioresource Engineering Department of McGill
University.

Volunteers will be monitoring their lake water quality with easy-to-use kits
designed to be used by people with no scientific training, and these kits have
been used by people from 4 to 90 years old. The water data can then be
shared on an open-data platform.
 

VISIT THE WATER RANGERS WEBSITE

https://waterrangers.ca/


One of the Water Rangers Water TestKits.

Living Lakes Canada is hiring!

Director of Fundraising and Operations

Deadline to apply: July 10, 2020
Salary:$60,000 - $70,000 depending on experience

Living Lakes Canada is seeking a full-time skilled and effective Director of
Fundraising and Operations. Reporting to the Executive Director, the Director of
Fundraising and Operations will be responsible for managing and overseeing
fundraising within the organization to ensure financial health. This position will
also support the overall strategic and operational leadership of Living Lakes
Canada.

Key responsibilities will include leading fundraising, promoting the
organizational vision and mission, fostering a culture of collegiality,
collaboration, mentorship and learning, being an effective communicator on
behalf of the organization and its programs. 

Meet our newest Team Members!

CAMILLE LEBLANC
Program Assistant

Camille grew up along the Sturgeon
River in Alberta where she explored
the surrounding wetlands and
learned the names of the birds and

READ THE FULL JOB POSTING

http://livinglakescanada.ca/join-our-team-we-are-hiring-a-director-of-fundraising-and-operations/


the plants. After travelling in British
Columbia’s Southern Interior,
working on organic farms, her draw
to live in wild spaces next to lakes
and mountains brought her to
Nelson, BC in 2013.

READ MORE

SANTIAGO BOTERO
Database Manager

Santiago grew up in Ecuador,
creating a fond love for nature
through hiking, camping, and
adventuring in the heart of the
Andes. Santiago then moved to
Toronto, where he gained experience
working with people and technology.
The call of the mountains and love
for nature brought Santiago to British
Columbia, where he is working
towards a career in environmental
science, conservation, and
geospatial technology.

READ MORE

Living Lakes Canada News

Indigenous Peoples Day 2020:
Contributions of Indigenous
Peoples for Freshwater Health
Living Lakes Canada's partnership
on the STREAM project with WWF-
Canada, University of Guelph and
ECCC has only been possible
thanks to the invaluable contributions
of Indigenous communities.

READ MORE

Setting up a Water Monitoring
System for the Columbia Wetlands
Living Lakes Canada team member
Kyle Prince recently assisted
installing a series of hydrometric
stations and collecting water
samples in the Columbia Wetlands
near Invermere, B.C. This work was
conducted for the Columbia
Wetlands Stewardship Partners
Hydrology Project.

READ MORE

https://livinglakescanada.ca/about-us/?group=team&paged=1&staff=2461
https://livinglakescanada.ca/about-us/?group=team&paged=3&staff=2465
https://stream-dna.com/2020/06/21/indigenous-peoples-day-2020-contributions-of-indigenous-peoples-for-freshwater-health/
https://livinglakescanada.ca/setting-up-a-water-monitoring-system-for-the-columbia-wetlands/


A Canada Water Agency is the
first step to modernizing water
management
Living Lakes Canada advisors
Merrell-Ann Phare and Oliver M.
Brandes co-authored this Policy
Options article, advocating that the
creation of a Canada Water Agency
is part of a deeper renewal of the
Canada Water Act, which is critical to
climate change, Indigenous
reconciliation and governance. 

READ MORE

DNA metabarcoding reveals
metacommunity dynamics in a
threatened boreal wetland
Our STREAM partnership with
WWF-Canada, University of Guelph
and ECCC received mention in this
Science Daily article.

READ MORE

Find Us at These Upcoming Events:

Comox Valley 2020: 3rd Annual Vancouver
Island Symposium on Water Stewardship in a
Changing Climate
Courtenay
POSTPONED until October 2020
VISIT THE EVENT WEBSITE

BCLSS Annual Conference - Save the Date!

Co-convened by BC Lake Stewardship Society
(BCLSS), Lake Windermere Ambassadors and Living
Lakes Canada. The Plenary Speaker will be Bob
Sanford, Chair in Water and Climate Security at the
United Nations University Institute for Water,
Environment and Health.
Location TBD (Invermere or Radium Hot Springs)
October 2-4, 2020

Watersheds 2020 Forum - Save the Date!
POLIS Project on Ecological Governance
“Stepping Stones to Watershed Governance”
Location TBD
October 14-16, 2020
VISIT THE EVENT WEBSITE

Addressing Groundwater Resilience under

https://livinglakescanada.ca/about-us/?group=advisor&paged=2&staff=250
https://livinglakescanada.ca/about-us/?group=advisor&paged=2&staff=246
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/april-2020/a-canada-water-agency-is-the-first-step-to-modernizing-water-management/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/05/200512134424.htm?fbclid=IwAR0MShoOEs4LpoyVnG7Ms8FtP283nNeiETPZxFjO7fyJOOGvWovYtFqVjq8
https://www.civicinfo.bc.ca/event/2020/Comox-Valley-Water-Stewardship-Symposium
https://watershedsforum.ca/forum/watersheds-2020/


Climate Change
Online Conference
October 29-30, 2020
VISIT THE EVENT WEBSITE

Related Reports & Resources
Łutsël K'é Dene First Nation wins international prize from United
Nations, CBC, June 2020

Łutsël K'é Dene First Nation of the N.W.T. has been named as
one of 10 winners worldwide of a prestigious climate change and
sustainable development prize from the United Nations, chosen
out of almost 600 nominations worldwide.

Detecting the Effects of Sustained Glacier Wastage on
Streamflow in Variably Glacierized Catchments, Frontiers in Earth
Science, May 2020

This study focused on the effects of glacier wastage on
streamflow in the Canadian portion of the Columbia River
headwaters over the period 1977 to 2017. These analyses
suggest that glacier-melt contributions to August runoff have
passed peak water, and that these reductions have exacerbated
a regional climate-driven trend to decreased August streamflow
contributions from unglacierized areas.

Insight: Transitioning "Existing" Non-Domestic Groundwater Use
into the Licensing Scheme, Hydro Geo Logic, May 2020

Interested in learning about non-domestic groundwater licensing
in BC?  Check out this blog by Mike Wei. You can also find an
article by Mike in the May 2020 issue of Country Life in BC.

How Governments and Organizations Use Academic Science,
Global Water Futures, May 2020

Liz Hendriks with WWF-Canada offers an easy-to-digest
explanation about our STREAM project in this webinar recording
courtesy of Global Water Futures (starts at 45.52 ends at 48.34). 

BC Landscape Water Calculator, Partnership for Water Sustainability

The Partnership for Water Sustainability has developed the BC
Landscape Water Calculator. It can be accessed and used by all
BC local governments for water resiliency planning and
management of outdoor water use. Watch the online demo.

Opportunities & Education
 

Generation Water Tech Webinar

In 2019, WWF-Canada launched its first-ever technology
challenge, The Generation Water Tech Challenge, designed to
tackle Canada’s freshwater priority problems with ground-
breaking tools to create meaningful impact for freshwater
conservation. Join WWF-Canmada on Thursday, June 25 from 1

https://iwraonlineconference.org/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/lutsel-ke-dene-first-nation-united-nations-prize-thaidene-nene-1.5601863?fbclid=IwAR16L42ZW_QYl8vkxf-u5qwmYtfJlPUmPKaPNNnfopkGH0qDD0xbEaJ8vvY
http://frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/feart.2020.00136/full
https://hydrogeo-logic.com/blog/insight-transitioning-existing-non-domestic-groundwater-use-into-the-licensing-scheme/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTZWqJKjofA
https://livinglakescanada.ca/projects/stream-dna-metabarcoding/
http://bcwatercalculator.ca/landscape/irrigation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yg_XO9YrISk&feature=youtu.be


to 2 p.m. EST to meet all four Water Tech Innovators and learn
more about their projects. REGISTER HERE

Youth Water Speaks

Waterlution is launching Young Water Speaks, a national
storytelling project and contest. Through online storytelling
workshops led by Waterlution’s trained Youth Advisory Board
volunteers, Canadian youth who sign up will be part of engaging
sessions with experienced and emerging storytellers. Youth will
learn how to get inspired by local waterscapes, and develop
stories to be entered into the Canada-wide storytelling contest
with amazing regional prizes. VISIT YOUTH WATER SPEAKS. 

Your donations help us help Water!

Donate to Living Lakes Canada to support national and local
collaboration for water stewardship. Our efforts ensure your donation

will go to one of our projects where it will have the biggest splash!
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